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Curriculum and Texts at Fryazino Ten-Year School

1. All classes at the Fryazino Ten-Year School were conducted ' on a coeduca-
tional basis, as was true of all other schools in the area. My class was
somewhat larger (42 students) than thé average class at the school because
of the German students enrolled in it., . On the average, there was one
teacher for somewhat less than forty students at the school. The students

X attended school in two shifts: grades one through five, seven, and ten' ,
X studied in the mornlng (0800 to 1300 hours), and grades six, eight, and nine
attended classes in the afterhoon. As grades seven and ten were graduating
classes, they were given the privilege of studying in the morning. Two
shifts were required because of lack of space, not because of a teacher shortage.

2. In the eighth grade the subjects were Russian language composi’r.lon, Russian
literature, algebra, geometry, biology (anatomy), history, physics, chemistry,
English, drawing, physical training, and military training. The ninth grade
courses were the same, except that Darwinism replaced anatomy, and trigono-
metry and psychology were added. In the tenth grade the courses were the
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same as-in the preceding year,with the exception that Darwinism was
dropped, psychology was replaced by logic, and astronomy was added.

‘So far as I know, this wss the standard curriculum for the upper classes

of ten-year schools throughout the Russian-spesking area of the Soviet
Union. No changes were made in the curzrdiculum while I attended the
Fryazino school.

Every boy in ‘grades seven through ten, ifcluding the German students, was
given military instruction for one houxr per week. This included close-
order drill, militdry tactics,and weapons instruction, We were also
taught rifle and machine-gun marksmanship with 1ive ammunition in the
tenth grade. Girle were excluded from any military training.

I found this training to be quite superficial. In fact, the only recent
development in military ingtruction was in the direction of de-emphasizing
rather than emphasizing it. ¥arksmanship had previously been taught in
the ninth grade, but accidents which occurred in the handling of live am-
mubition forced the school authorities to delay this training until the
tenth grade, Target practice with submachine guns was eliminated altogether
for the same reason.

In my opinion, this military training served the primary purpose of
creating a pool of potential partisans in the-event of war. Partisan
tactics, the partisan aspects of the training, were always emphesized,and

‘partisan activities during the last war were constantly glorified. I

observed no particular reaction to,or attitude toward,this military in
struction on the part of my Soviet schoolmatés. It wasi of course, true,
that all the boys got a kick out of target practice,since it was con-
sldered a real sport. But;as far as the instruction as a whole was con-
cerned; some of my Sovief schoolmates found it dull, some found it inter-
&8ting, whils otheis regarded it as just another course which one had

to pass in order to graduate. )

In physics, chemistiy, and mathematics courses; the military aspects of
the subjects were stressed somswhat., For example, the functioning of a
Jet sngine was explained in great detail in physics, and the selementary
prineiples of atomic energy were deslt with in chemistry. Then too, we
frequently had problems in trigonometry which dealt with military situa-
tions, However, I never received the impression that such information
was taught for the purpose of providing a theoretical foundation for

- wilitary service or that military service was glorified in this connec~

tion. On the other hand, the intentions of the teachers in dealing with
such subject matter were perhaps more far-reaching than appeared on the
surface,.

There were enough textbooks available at the Fryazino school, Textbooks
were loaned to 'gtudents during the wartime shortage. This practice con- .
tinued until 19L46-47, Afterwards, sll students at the Fryazino school
(with a few exceptions noted later) were required to buy their own school
books and materisls, ‘

Textbooks at our school were revised or entirely replaced almost every
schiool year., Most changes were made in order to conform with fmodern
trends”, that is, with changes in emphasis or content as dictated by the
Party 1line, This influence of Pariy dogme was noticeeble in the texts
books for slmogt all coursesi literature, biology, language, physics,
Yogic, chemistry and anatomy. For example, it was apparent that more
reécent literature textbooks placed less emphasis on foreign literature, -
We were required to read fewer examples’ of foreign classics and practic—
ally no works of modern foreign authors.
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An’entirely new textbook #n blology was intwoduesd in 194950 when I
repeated the eighth grade. We were told that the old textbook was no
Tonger modérti, I assuméd thHat this ¢hange was made ss the result of a
new Party policy, an aftermath of the Lysenko purge. Changes were even
mede in chemistry teéxts in order to conform to newest Party dectrine,
Some chemists, especially those commécted with biology, were no longer
considered modéran “in regard to the prilosophical "inplications of their
work and wére no longer mentioned in recent texts,

In 1950~51, the old texts on Russian language for the fifth, sixth,and
seventh grades were withdrewn as a result of the appearance of Stalin's
article on linguistics, In previous years, ¥zrr had been considered the
outstanding  Soviet authority on the subject, Afterwards s hot a word was
said of him, and all praise was for Stalin as the leading seientist in
this field, Thiee months elapsed during this school year until new
textbooks were published embodying Stalin’s latest pronouncement, As
the teachers were without any approved text during this period; they
utilized this time in instructing the students on Stalin's theory of
linguisties, The teachers were required to attend special courses in
order to bring themselves up to date on this subject, - Even my ninth
grade class was given a refresher course during this year in order to

) fgmu;aﬁzg us W:Ltl} the new officisl theory,

Teachers and Teaching Methods at Fryazino Ten-Year School

11.

12,

3

13.

1,

15,

The director of the Fryazino Ten-Year School was a strongly convinced -
sommuniet; a8 was more than apparent when he taught classes in history,
He had reputedly studied Narxiem at a university and irsistéd on a
strong emphasis of Marxism-Leninism-Stalinism st our school. He probably
démanded that all other- teachers al our'school be equally devoted to
sommunism, At any rate, the entire teaching gtarf there, with the
posaible exception of two » appeared tole corvinced commnists and were
all probebly members of the Communist Party., '

In contrast to the other teachers, the Inglish teacher and the geography

teachér did not appear to be very enthusiastic when teaching the political
aspects of their subjscts, Perhaps they had béen irnfluenced by residence

abroad, 0ur English teacher had studied for soms years in Ingland,and the
geography teacher had spent 12 Yyears in Germany and America,

A1X tBachers in grades eight to ten of the Fryazino Ten~Year School were
graduates of vuzy (vuzm-mhigher afucational institution/, as re uired by
Soviet regulaTicns, st of them had attended either Moscow Iniversity

or the Mégkdvskgﬁdagogicp_g_sky Institut imeni Lénina, Teachers who were
graduates only of Specialized secondary educationail ingtitutions were
allowed to teach only in the lower classes, ) .

Most of our teachers were rather old, L0 vears old and above, Male and
femals teschers were approximately equal in mmber, the men teaching such
courses a8 physics, chemistry,and mathematics and the women, English, lit-
erature,snd geography,

The teaching mefhods employed at the Fryazino Ten-Year School impressed
B8 as stern, strict;and inflexible in comparison with thoss which I obe
Bervéd in an Tast-German school. The classes were conducted closely
glong military lires, A class bad to stend up when ‘@ teacher or visitor
entered and left o classroomgand an individual was required to stand when
answering and asking questions. The students were alwsys made to feel
that they were dealing with superiors when addressing teachers, In the
GDR, on the other hand, it wae customary. that students remained seated
when talking with the teacher, as if he wers dealing with his equal,
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Regulations weré evern issuéd deScribing the manner in wh:Lch wa were to .
carry odur books, The strap had tobe a certaln width and the books had
to be carried in a standard manner., . .

16, Classroom discussion was allowed. It was required in some cla.sses, such
as history and literature, Although it was possible for a student to
speak cut and express his disagreement with the materisl presentsd
his teéacher or in the textbook (this varied with individual teachers),
his opinions were never accepted as valid, but were always corrected . .
according to the textbook material. The teachers did not encourage
independent thinking and preferred to recelve answers from their s‘t-udents
which were based on the official study material., The teachers themselves
always adhered closely ..o the contents of ’cex’ca in giving clasaroom !
l ins’oruction, : .

17. No students ever persistently demonstrated disagreement with political .
' principles as presented in our courses, although it was true that pot all
students were in sgreement with the politicel system. Such behavior was
‘oo dangerous and would have earned a student a black mark in his school
record, ,

18, Every student was required to maintain a personal. ;ourn&l (dnevnik)., Every v
class hour in each course for the entire school year was. a1Totted & _space
in this journal. When a student was asked & question in class, the teacher
entered a grade in the appropriate space and initlaled his. entry,.- Tha _
paretits of each student were also required to sign the journal once & week
in order to indicate that they were familier with the school progresa of
their child. Any disciplinary action taken against the student was also
enterad in the journal, The Journals were handed in to 'bhe home=room -
teacher prior to the regularly scheduled weekly class mest:.ngs held every
Monday. At these meetings, each student was called up before the .class
while the teacher publicly praised or rebuked him for his school work am
behavior during the previous weeko

19, The teac¢hing staff of the school demanded strict obedience from ‘t’heir
~ students and, in my opinion, were very severs in administering disciplinsry

megsures. There were three degrees of disciplinary action, A student
guilty of & minor infraction of the rules received a black mark in his
journal,as well as an oral reprimand from his home-room teacher at the
weekly Mondey meetings. A student was temporarily thrown out of class if.
he were found guilty of more serious misbehavior. His journal was ‘taken
awey and was not returned until he had reported to the school director
and received an oral reprimand. Finally, a student was expelled from
gchool if he were guilty of the most serious misdemeanor, This sgl'dom
happened. The Komsomol organization was occasionally called upon to
adminlster discipline to members who disobeyed school regulations.

Aims, Methods and Effect:.veness of Political Indoctrination

Conmmnist Ideolo@:

20. The Fryazino Ten-Year School attempted to inculcate its studen'bs with a
. complete acceptance of the communist doctrine and the Party line,as well
as full obedlence to the Soviet state. In brief, the school staff attempted
to indoctrinate the students with the following ideas: communism is the
most advanced and desirable state and social system; each student should
Join the Komsomol; he (or she) should give his full devotion to Stalin;
he should fulfill his duties to the fatherland and his Komsomol organiza—
tion; he should be fiiled with patriotic zeal for his Soviet and Russian
fatherland; Soviet and Russian men of science and arts stand in the fore-
front of world cultural and technical progress; the Russian nation is the
big brother of other Soviet nationalities; the United States and other
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‘regime were far better than in tsarist times.

However, not all Soviet members of my class who were children of the
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Weatern countries, where evil capitdlism flourishes, are potential
enemies of the Soviet statei and the Soviet Union stands in the van-
guard of the peace movement. .

In grades eight through ten, ¢ommunist ideology was taught primarily in

litersture and history courses. In these subjects, it was given almost

a8 much attention by direct and indirect means as'the substantive matter

of the coutses itsélf. ~In tenth-grade literature, covering the period

from Gorkiyto the preserit diy, we had to andlyze all reading material in

terms of the Marxist ideas which the authors expressed in their writings. ‘
The doctrine of Marxism-Leninism-Stalinism was handled directly as subject o
matter in tenth-gradé history (1917 to the present day), as Stalin's N
Short Course was used as a text in addition to the regular history book. :

Commuhist dootrine was also emphasized in biology but not always as a
direct or main subject; Our teachers gave special attention to those
biologists who had correctly adapted thée teachings of Marx, They. also
emphasized the éxtensive writings of Engels on this subJect. The doc-' -
tringire aspects” of logic and psychology were emphasized in courses on toe
these subjects, particularly in logic,where Lenin's contributions were

stressed,

'I”'b:'a'lie'i‘r'e"t}h‘a"d fandly ififluence tather than school inﬂ!‘;enco.wib' ‘the_
main factor in detérmining the attituds of my Soviet schoolmatas toward
eémmtinist 1deology. At dny rate, it Wa& true that 'school instruction

f"‘ym’.‘!' & constant factor, as all children réceived the same instruction, -
*‘ahnd that family background was a variable factor in this consideration.

Ifi ‘getieral, the Soviet students in my class who were children of workera'
‘families were convinced supporters of the regime and of gommunism as a
Way of life, They présumably réceived the impression from their parents
4t home ¥H&t 1iviiig éonditions for "the working clase under the present

1
§

technical intelligentsia were necesgarily strong supporters of the regime.
This group was well represented at the school because of the large number
of skilled specialists employed at Institute 160 at Fryazino. A good
percertage of the children of Jewish intelligentsis (and there were many
in our school) were evidently not avid-supporters of the regime, Most

of theéir parents had briefly studied or lived abroad and thus were °

.capable of comparing 1ife in the West with 1life in the Soviet Union.

Purthermore, as Jews,théy wére subject to pressure and discrimination
by the Soviet state. Soms children of the intelligentsia were-also
evidently not convinced that &1l was right in the Soviet Union, although

* theéy constituted a smalleér percentage than the dissident element among

the Soviet Jews. Their parents were not subject to discrimination and
‘had fewer cultural ties with the West. . v

I should emphasize that even Soviet youths 16 and 17 years of age were
reluctant to express opeénly efny opinions which wers not in sympathy with
the official Party line, Therefore, I can cite few specific incidents
which ‘support my opinion that many of my schoolmates who were children
of +th chnd allicet are n or the regime, How-
ever, discussions

"~ with AIekae.ndr_ZFzmanovder, "son of the scientific director of Institute

160’ and ‘others .

They expressed the opinion that technology in the West
was far superior t6 technical achievements in the Soviet Union and thad

_Soviet propaganda claims regarding this question, 1like all other Soviet

propaganda, were grossly exaggeratéd. None of ‘these friends stated that
life under the Soviet regime was bad or intolerable., They evidently
felt that present politicdl end eéconomic conditions were at least an
improvement over conditions prevailing in tsarist Russis, although they

" ‘are not ideal and could be better.
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Children of collective farmers constituted a third group of schoolmates
at the ten-year school, Apparently some of them were dissatisfied with
the present regime,to judge from their commenbts. Perhaps they were
children of farmers who had been independent land-owners and fairly well
off before collectivization, “THey, too, gave no direct sign of discon-
tent but indicated their feelings indirectly. Above all, they spoke in
approving terms of the good 1ife their parents had enjoyed in the days

’ " 'The frequency of these comments is-an indication
that this was a cénstant topic of discussion in their homes. It seemed
that their thoughts and attention were directed to times of the past and
not concerned with the present or future.

These collective farm children also complained that the kolkhoz system
limited their ability to exparnd farming activities and to go forward in

“'the world; that their ambition was limited to farm wages. However, it

is possible that the children of former landless peasants had quite another

‘attitude regarding the past ‘and present agricultural system. .
' No set form of daily. worship or ceremony honoring Stalin was p‘ricticed

at the ten-year school, However, Stalin's name was more than frequently -
brought into our classroom instruction, particularly in literature and
history courses. We were frequently required to study passages in litera-
{ire cless praising Stalin. Such passages were singled out for special
gttention. For example, we read the passage in Aleksey Tolstoy's Khleb
which portrayed Stslin as the savior of Tsaritsyn. In our history courses,
Stalin was always mentioned as the right-hand man and true successor to
Lenin, The great events of Soviet history subsequent %o Lenin's death

"‘ﬁ‘ere at'pri'puted 1_50 Stalj_.p's ggnius.

?iéf;urés of the great men of the Soviet Government , past and present, were

-hung in every ¢lassroom. Apart from the ‘gver—present picture of Stalin,

sictures of yoroshilow as Ghairman of the Supreme Soviet /sic/ and Molotov
48 s léading politician were most frequently displayed in our school. No
mention wis ever made of Malenkov in classroom instruction,nor was his
picture on display in the school. '

Stalin's name, of course, was repeated c‘oris‘oahtly in accordance with the

| Gurvent Party slogans (Léader of the Peace Caip, ot cetera) at school
* ¢arenichies held on "f[t}g' oééasion of Soviet Holidays. These ceremonies
§ually ended with &7sp

pedch by the director or a student; which invariably
closed with thé mention of Stelin's name. At this point, the student ‘
body stood Up and gaveé ot a 1oiid cheer, throwing their caps into the air,
prior to a rendition of the Soviet national anthem, It was impossible i

‘6 determins the resl sentiments of my Soviet schoolmates regarding Stalin,-

a8 they never talked about him, either favorably or unfavorably. To Judge
by their reactions at sshool ceremonies, they were truly convinced of his
greatness, However, it is difficult to ‘judge whether these reactions were

" 'mincere or not.

A_iﬂi‘o’ugh'6ux‘_'b.£ea.,chera_iasued no direct appeal during cla.ssroai instruection
to join the Komsomol, they fregquently pointed out the purpose of the organ-

‘ization and the desirability of joining it. They also stressed the duty

_of each Komsomol member to serve as a model for others and to lead the

other youth ih defending their fatherland in the event of war, The -
teachers stressed that excellence in schoolwork was a primary obligation. .
of a Komsomol member, particularly when some students misbehaved or =

failed to do well in their classwork.

Soviet snd Russisn Pafriotism

Our’ teachers never failed to stressthe sclemn patriotic duties ‘of the °

Séviet youth, They called on the students {o defend the achievements of

;o
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Soviet socisty to the last drop of blood in the event of war, In this
connection, they referred to Lenin's formula of just and unjust wars,
presumably in order to eliminate any doubts which might have been caused
by Soviet peace propaganda.

33. In general, I found no contradiction in our classroom instruction in the
presentation of sommunist doctrine on the one hand and Russian or Soviet
‘patriotism on the other. The patriotism demandéd of children in the
Soviet Union was always linked up with the achievements, benefits,and .
‘dogtrine of gocialist-sommunist socidty. That is, it was considered
thejr patrioctic duty to defend not only their fatherland in its. marrow
meaning, but also the USSR as the cradle of aoclalism, &8 the most pro- -
‘gresdive state in the world, In dealing with heroes of Russian history,
it was pointed out that such leaders ‘as Peteér the Creat and Suvorcy had
fulfilled tHeir dity in‘défehdiﬁg’théii-"Ruasian,.lia’cheﬂand Just as the
younger generation of today should defend its Soviet fatherland.

3L, There was o contradiction in honoring these herces of the past on the

" oné hand and condemning tsarist times on the other. Our history teachers
pointed out that Suvorov, Peter the Great,and other tsarist heroes had
served a useful purpese in defending Russia, even though Russia then was
not socially developed enough to become a socialist state. Our teachers

. mentioned that Peter the Great had liberated Russians from Swedish rule
and that Suvorov had freed others from the Turkish yoke, thus bringing .
them under the rule of the more advanced Russian state rather than under
the control of backward Turkey., Furthermore, it was pointed out that
not all acts of Peter thé Creat and other tsarist heroes were considered
good. The teachers did not hesitate to state, for example, that the
Russian people had suffered under Peter's absolute rule.

35, The effect of this patriotic indoctrination varied in accordance with
different social groups, as was the case with indoctrination of communist.
ideology. Those children who by reason of their family background were
inhclined to oppose the regime were little affected by these efforts to
stimulate patriotic emotions. But I believe that all of my other school-
mates were deeply influenced by this classroom instruction. The school
authoritiés probebly had more succéss with the nationalistic theme than -
with the communist line, as the former appealed to past traditions which
atill exerted s strong influence over many people, primarily the peasantry.

36, I feel certain that all of my Soviei schoolmates would support the Soviet
regime in the event of war, Undoubtedly a large percentage, although =
_ probably not a majority, of ‘the Soviet youth would participate in a war
‘With enthusiagm. Thée remainder of Soviet youth would be less enthusiastic
about such & prospect, would bé passive participants, either because of
opposition to the regime or because of a distaste of war conditiomed by,
experiences in World War II. ' o

37. Recent Soviet claims of Russian and Soviet superiority in sciences and
arts, particularly claims of prior discoveries of technological inmova-
.tions, were strongly stressed in all of our courses at the Fryazino Ten-
Year School.  Whether it was literature, chemistiry, physics,or mathematics,
Russian and Soviet geniuges had discovered everything first and were the
most, gifted in the world. A

38, For example, our chemistry teacher claimed that Soviet- chemists were
responsible for the discovery of “ahaline dyes but thet these patents had
bean stolen from them by German trickery. He persisted in this stupid.
claim despite protests to the contrary from the German students. The -
samé Wwas true in physics and mathematics. Russians had made the original
discoveries but Wers robbed of their benefits by foreign trickery. Several
Soviet students asked why the steam engine was not put into operation

Al

sooner. in Russia if a Russian distovéred it a hundred years before Watte
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The teacher answered that tsarist Russia was so backward that it was
cheaper to use manual labor than the steam engine, Therefore, there
Was no reason to promote i1;s use.

Th‘_e,‘ same story of Russian eultural superiority was presented in our
literature classes. No other amthors in the world were so great as
L_ermoqtovs Pushkin, Leo ?glstoy, Gorkly, Mayakovskly, ard Aleksey Tolstoy.

Incidentally, we were taught in ‘class that Leo Tolstoy was the greatest
author of the 19th century., Our teacher acknowledged that certain of
his literary and personal chapacteristics were anti-eommunistic. Our
teacher stressed the point that Tolstoy could not have been oriented
otherwise because of his family and social background. However, the
reslism and power of his wiiting were praised.Msyakovskiy was also
given much favorable attention in ocur literature class, although nothing
was said of his later: attitudes toward the Soviet Government or the
ciroumstances of his death, Ever Aleksey Tolstoy was highly regarded.
Some of his works were required reading at school,despite recent attacks
on him in the Soviet press. : ‘

-Uvﬁdouﬁﬂedly"ohé"avei"iige’ Soviet student in my class was convinced of the

greatness of Russian Iiterature, believed in the claim, for example,
tHat Pushkin wae the gréatest author of his time. However, this is a
matter of tdste, lafguage and subjective feelings and not necessarily

"the pesilt of indéetrinastison. I believe that the majorlty of my Soviet

classmates, st least the more intelligent of them, did not accept as
true the claimé that Russians were the discoverers of the steam engine,
analine dyes; end innumerable other inventions. These cleaims exceeded
the boundary of plausibility as no satisfactory proof was offered to
support them, Several of my Soviet ¢lassmates mentioned to me thelr
doubts regarding these matters.

Other teachers clearly stated the thesis that the Great Russian psople .
were culturally superior to the other nationalities in the Soviet Unions
If I had been a Russian student attending the school, I would certainly
have left with the impression that I, as a Russian, stood'on a higher
ciltural level than membérs of other Soviet nationalities. Thus, the
Soviet Eecondary school studelit is presentéd with two dual theses: he

has been born in the Soviet Union, in the cradle of socialiem and in

tHe most advanced country in the world, and therefore stands- above the
irhabitantd of imperialist countries; he, as & Oreat Russian, is a big .
brother of the other pecples ‘of the Soviet Union,as the Great Russisns

enjoy a higher cultursl standerd and a more mature political development,

‘The latter theme was particularly emphasized in history and literature,

Tt was explained in our history classes that tsarist Russia had freed
thé noh-Russian nations of the Soviet Union from the backward rule of
the Turks and other foreign powérs, and thus had brought these nation-
ality groups & step forward in their politicael development., It was
also emphasized that thé Creat Rugsian people was the nationality
groip in the t8arist émpire which had been most imbued with socialist

. idesls &nd Which Had carried the torch of socislism in leading the

6@@6? ‘hationalities in revolt against the vsarist regime. It was
pointed out that non-Russian nationalities had not participated vigor-

“ously in the revolution but had joined their Qreat Russian brothers in -

Socialist union after the revolution had been completed. This process
was again repeated in 1939-L0 when the Baltic nations and western Belo-
russia and Ukraine voluntarily joined the Soviet Union. ! S

Great Rusgian supericrity in literature was also stressed. It ia,:bﬁle ,

that Ruseian literature is more ‘advanced than that of other Soviet nations,
but this wasg ne .regson Lo ignore completely othér literary achievements,
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Capitalism

The United States was attacked in our classroom instruction as the main
enemy of the Soviet Union and as the leading country of the capitalist
camp, It was pointed out that the United States had the most highly
developed capitalism in relation to England and France; wealth was
concentrated in the hands of fewer people in the United States than any-
whére elsei the American workers were most oppressed and the capitalists
most strongly entrenched in political power. We were taught that the
United States had extended its control over Western Furope since the
war because of its power, imternal contradictions;and gearch for markeis.
Tt was pointed out that American troops were occupying France, Germany,
and Bhgland. And,oddly enough, our teachers ¢laimed that the United
States has a lower standard of living than the Soviet Union because of
sdvanced capitdlism there, They further claimed that the Soviet Union
is now more advanced industrially than the United States.

I believe that the great majority of my Soviet classmates accepted as
frus the anti-American propaganda which was disseminatéd in our class-
rooms, They believed that the United States was_capable of launching
an aggréssive attack against the Soviet Unilon. 1 often talked with my
classmates about this subject. It was their general opinion that the
American people had mot suffered during World War II. Therefore, they
8aid, American leaders have easily gained the support of the American
people ‘for their aggressive policies, However, if war should come, ..
the Americar people would suffeéer the consequences and might turn against
their leéaders. They might revolt and then bring to power a goverrment
which would be more sympathetic to the Soviset Union than the present ons.

T &1s6 Peel that the average Soviet student in my class believed in the
presentation of American life as contained in Soviet propaganda., Soviet
afiti-American propaganda waé carried out so thoroughly and cleverly that
one eould hardly expect my classmates to think otherwise., Soviet auth~
orities even have American authors and speakers at their disposal who '
write and say, "I saw it with my own eyes."

Oncé again, the children of the technical intelligentsia were probably
lsgs affected by this propaganda than other social groups. Their
parerits,in many cases, had lived abroad and had a good idea of conditions
there.

On the other hand, I saw no signs that this propaganda campaign engendered
ary actual hatred of the AmeriZsn pécple by my Soviet schoolmates. For
oné "thing, thé &hift from the propaganda line relsating to the days of
WHig Pourt cooperation had beer too sudden. Evidently some Soviets still
believed that "Big Fourh cooperation would be possible, It is interest-
i¥g to note In this connection that Soviet children when playing their
inevitablé war games always selected the Germans and not the Americans
28 the "bad side",

Tt Was 8180 stressed in our instruétion that the Soviet Union was a
péace-Lloving nation and was leading the "peace camp", The majority of
my school comrades seemed to feel that the West and not the Soviet Union
was £o blame for the present Fast-West difficulties. They regarded the
Soviet Union as & peace-loving state. Furthermore, they showed great
énthusiasm in signing the various peace petitions which were circulated
throtipghoit thé ‘school and believed that these measures would have success
in instring world peacé, I should point out, however, that these
pétitions were go composed that mo ome could object to their contents,
Nobody is opposed to peacs.
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Dﬁring my first two years at the Fryazino Ten-Year School, the possibility

of socialist and capitalist peaceful co-existence was emphasized., The
theme of the inevitability of war because of capitalist contradictions
was played up more and more in recent years. War was still considered
avoidable and coexistence possible,but only if certain conditions were
met.. The countries of Western Europe, especially England and France,
must throw out the American occupation forces. The capitalist and
socialist camps must draw up an "honorable agreement” delineating a reason—
able sphere of influence for the latter group.. That is, the United States
would have to renounce any "aggressive intentions® regarding Eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union. Incidentally, Western European natiomalities
who Were opposed to a United Eurcpe allied with the United States were - -
praised by our teachérs for their resistance to the American occupation,

‘although it _w(a_s___po;}nt,e"dﬁggy that they were in error in opposing communism.

Pibneer—Komsomol Membership and Activities

K11 students of the appropriate age (through the seventh grade) were
mémbers of the Piongers at the ten~year school. Activitles of the
school's Pioneer organization included the cultivation of hobbies,  the
discussion of the principles of Marxism-Leninism-Stelinism, sports, out-
ings, et cetera, Most of the komsomoltsy at the school were leaders of
individual Pioneer detachmenta The leader of the entire
Pioneer group was also a Komsomol member, Teachers at the school had -
next to no influence in the Pioneer organizatlon's activities.

I attended a Pioneer camp| l The camp was open for ' 25X1
three sessions during the summer, each for a period of one month, All
Pioneers and others who sttended the camp were required to pay 150 rubles

for one session, "Boys and girls ranging in age from eight to 18 attended

the third session, the orie I attended, as it was the session for convales-
¢ents (sanatornaya). ThHé boys and girls were divided up into individual
detachments or o% ady according to age.

The camp provided good food and lodgings, certainly far better food than .
thé average Joviet camper receélvéd et home. In fact, inspection commit- -
thes WHo wetrs always snooping around the camp continually asked the campers
if they vere satisfied with the food. ' They wanted to make certain that
the campers were getting the required treatment. ‘
Our ‘aétivities were regilatsd according to e very strict time schedule.
Héwever, this elemeit of diseipline disturbed no one,as our activities
webe- oonfined mairly to sporis snd oths¥ récreationdl activities, In
fact, "all mf Pellow campers wetre very enthusiastic about the camp life.
The only "milltary dotivityV et the cémp consisted of a brief flag .
ceremofty at 'the beginning and end of each day. Political activities
waréd confined to disciission grotips of approximately one~hour duration
which wetd held on Frldey and Sdturdsy, each week. Someone ususlly = |
gave 'a bBidiefr talk on current political dsvelopments such as Vyshinekiy's
latgst ‘spéech in the UN, the newegt peace pastition, events in Korea,

et cetera, S

_Our school alsoc had ita own Komsomol organization. Gredes eight, nine,
and ten hed their own class groups which were subordinate elements of

the school organization, Every class group elected a komsorg (komsomolskiy
ovganizator), who acted as leadsr of the group. (This position 1s not to
Fe confused

used with the class president or organlzator,who acted as repres--

‘entative of the entire ¢lass,) The chairman of the school's Komsomol
compittee (predsedatsl shkolnogo komsomolskogo komiteta) was head of the

ei}fp;re school group and was elected by all Komsopol members in the school.
The chairman of our school group was an 1l8-year-old youth in the eighth

.grade, who was a fanatical communist.. He had actually been a member of

& partisan band during the war and had lost a hand during the fighting.
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A11 but three of my 30 Soviet classmates were in the Komsomol. <
presume that most of them had joined the organization both because
of politieal convictions and because of the preferential status granted
to Komsomol members, .

The formal activities of the Komsomol organization consisted of regularly
scheduled weekly meetings for individual class groups and irregular
meetings for the entire school organization., The komsomoltsy were expected
to report on the fulfillment of their assigrnments and To receive new
duties at these weekly meetings., Every Komsomol member was assigned a
particular task. Most of them served as leaders of Pioneer detachments

and others volunteered to clean up and beautify the school building, All
were expected to serve as-models for non-members in respect to school
work, deportment,and political maturity. Although the Komsomol held no
political discussion activities, its members were encouraged to read

-works on communist theory in order to be well prepared in instructing

Ploneer members on this subject.

-The activities of the Komsomol organization were not intense enough to

interfere with the schoolwork of its members. It should be kept in
mind that éxcellénce in schoolwork was one of the qualities expected of
Koemsomol members, In fact, the Komsomsl and Pioneers were far leas
‘activeé and lesd militarily oriéntéd than generslly believed in the West.
The KomSomol was certainly less active and demanding than the FDJ in ;
the GDR.

Komsomoltsy were favored in many ways at our school, They wers more
ITkely to get better grades in political courses Iike history and liter-
ature.  They wers glven Yetter ¢haracter references (kharskteristika or
lichpoye delc), an integral part of every student's academlo record,
THe po%Iﬁicai'évalﬁation'of”én individual (his membership and activities
in" thé Komsomol ), offices held snd other honors received, disciplinary
infractions, and persénal deportment were all included in 'a Kharakteristika.
A student haVing 4 good kharakteristika was more likely to receive a go
of & silver medal. Moreover, the homsomol committee aided the teachers'
kollektiv in deciding who would receéive such honors. Finally, a good
arakteristika was a gréat aid in obtaining a stipend when entering
& higher educational institution, '

Sootal ASpects of Sovist Edusatisn

61.

62,

3.

Seven-and Ten-Year Schools

A1l Soviet children in the Fryazino area were required to attend at least

seven years of school. I do not know when this measure was effected, as
compulsory seven-year education had been introduced before our arrival
therse., An elementary four-year school (nachalnaya shkola) was still in
operation in Fryazino, However, children completing this school were
required to enter the fifth grads of our secondary school.

A good number of students failed the seventh grade. The final examinations
for seventh and tenth grades (graduation years) were the most diffieult,
However, "the selection of students who wished to enter the upper grades
of 'the ten-year &chool was done on entering eighth grade and not on the
simple basis of graduating from Beventh grade, That is, a student was

‘required to submit an application to enter eighth grade and was accepted

or rejected on the basis of his previous school record. I believe that
the school administration turped dowm many eighth—grade'applicantg;

Students in the upper ¢lasses of the Fryazino Ten-Year School included
children who had graduated from the seventh grade of the same school as
well as gradustes of seven-year schools in neighboring villages. I
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would estimaté that approximately LS§ of the school children graduating

from sevehth gradé in oar tén~year school went on to enter the eighth
grade. It is quite likely that & far smaller percentage of graduates
of seveén-year schools in riiral dreas entered the upper grades of 2 ten-

'yéar school, as their parents encouraged them to find immediate work in

order to contribute to the family income.

About 75% of 'thésé"enterih.g the ‘upper grades successfully completed the

advanced three-year course of secondary education and réceived their

‘graduation diplomas (attestat #relosti).  Those who dropped out of school

In the eighth to teénth grades generally did so beécause of poor grades and
not out of econoric mecéssity.’ ‘There Wwere 23 Soviet students in my tenth-
grade class out of a total of 30 Soviet students who had entered the
eiphth grade. This mézns that seven students "flunked" their eighth- and
ninth-grade examinations,

1 d6 not khow how fiahy of the seventh-grade graduates who dropped cut of
sécondary &chool (approximately 55% at our school) entered a tekhnilum
or Sther specialized secondary-éducational institutions. However,
recall that mary wemt divectly to work at Institute 160 in Fryazino.

T would ‘estimate that about: 90% of the students at our ten-year school
who réceived their diplomas later attended a vuz. It should be stressed
that only a siiall percentage of this group , pérhaps 5%, entered a univer-
gity. The large majority of them attended rather low-level technical

and pedagogical higher educational institutes, :

The Seviet siudemnt body in my grade included children of parents belong-
ing to all asocial classes, intelligentsia, workers, and peasants. The

children of intelligentsia and workers were approximately equally repres-
ented. There were comparatively fei children of collective farmers, -
This disproportionate representation was perhaps explained by the fact
fhat Fryazino Was an indusirial area, and by the large number of engineers
and skilled technicians employed at Institute 160.
1 d6 Hot believe that the presence of a large percentage of up er-class
tHildren was Adirectly cohnectéd with the requirement to pay'ng rubles
per year for tuition. Two groups of students in the upper grades of the
ten-yesr school were granted financial aid: children whose fathers had
been killed during the way and needy children who were good students.
Students had to prove financial need and demonstrate scholastic ability
as well in order to qualify for financial support. I do not know how
any sthdents in the upper three grades received financial support,
although I lmow that such aid existed.

This aid was given in various forms. Some recipients were excused from
paying tuition, others were given free textbooks, while still others were
granted scholarships., The school received a 'certain sum of money for
this purposs from the state and distributed it as it saw fit. The exact

‘method of distribution was dstermined by the ‘teachers' kollektiv in con-.

Junction with the Komsomol committee. T assyme that membership in the

25X1A !

Komsomol aided an applicant in btaining financial support from the school.

To my knowledge, no members of political or ethnic minority groups (in
particular, Jews) were subject to diserimination in respect to educational
advancement, ~Our yearly final éxaminations were ddministersad according
to the micket! or bilet system. This system practically excluded the -
possibiTity of cheatIng or of favoring any student in giving grades.
Furthermore, no faveyitism was ‘showh“to children of the technical intel-
Iigentsia or Party functionaries merely on the basis of family ties. How-
sver, Komsomol membership and other, State-approved political activities’

sided an academic career. As mentioned earlier, students who received . .
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2 good political recommendation in their kharakteristika (that is,
Komsomol members) were given preferential treatment in the awarding of

gold and silver medals. A student who had received a "S" in all classes

was automatically given a g61d medal. However, this meant that he had
received a 5" in history and this in turn meant that he had a good

political record. Not all students who received a "Lt or better in all
¢ourses necessarily received a silver medal. It was necessary to have
& "S5 in Russian literature and in history, both political subjects, in

25X1A

order to receive such an honor, Komsomol membership and a good political

record were also important factors in this consideration,

A student’s political recommendation in his kharakteristika was based on
his activities in the Komsomol, his knowledge of political subjects,and
his demonstrated loyalty to the regimé. It was possible for a generally

good student to receive a poor political recommendation on the basis

of inactivity in the Komsomol. -But it was difficult for a poor student

to obtain'a good recommendation,as a poor student was not considered a
_good Komsomol member, -

Higher Fducational Institutions

Gradiates of 'ten—yaai"séhools who wished to enter a vuz norinally had to

overcomé three hurdles before achiéving this goal.. F¥irst, they had to
pass entrance ‘examinations to a g ‘
in each exXamination, ~Secondly, ‘they Lad o be approved and accepted

by an’etitrance board after passing the entrance examingtions, The mere

fagt that dn applicant succesafiully passed these exami ninatiofis was no

gharantee that he wolld b6 accepted., This ~dspended on the rmumber of

applicants who were ¢ompeting for 1imited openings in the particular

institute, 4" ééod“'pélifiéél”ig’éb'r"d'i'n"a kharakteristika was also an
1

Important factor in this cons eration,  Flnally, a gtudent ‘entering

‘4 yuz Wwould Have £6 obtaiv a State ‘stipend if his parents were’ unable

to afford the expense of maintaining him during the coming years of
studyo o

Gold medalists were not required to take entrance axaminatioris and auto-

matically received a stipend if accepted by & vuz. Silver medalists
were required to take emtrance examinations but wers given preference
over other successful examinees, If they were acce;
matically received a stipend, A1l others who passed entrince examing-
tions with a "4 or better in each examination, and who were accepted
by the entrance board were given stipends. The exact conditions of
raceiving such scholarships differed in the various institutions,
Students with an average as low as "3,5" on entrance and subsequent
examinations received stipends at same vuzy where the demand for new
students was great and the number of applicants wag small, In fact,

we used to joke at our school that a student would have to enter a peat
or fish institiite If he did riot do better in his grades. At wva where v

these conditions were reversed, partioularly universities s an entering
student had to make several "5'g" on some entrance examinations and:
"itan in a1l others in order to qualify for a scholarship, The sub-

~.sequent receipt of scholarships depended on grades made at semester

Th

-éxaminations in acéérdance with the same grade system which ‘governed

the original awards,

Mbstj Soviet male students at the: ten-year school were interested in

following a technical profession, such &s engineering and architecturs,
The Soviet girls at our school were mainly interested in entering either
‘a technical professicn or medicine, Many of the girls graduating from
-our-8chool entersd miXitary medical academies, I was unaware of any

partiecular inclination or disinclination on the part of the boys to

éﬁﬁqr a military caréer, However, few showed any intersst in entering '
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government service, perhaps because of the low salaries which they
would receive or simply because they were not interested in the
subject.

The MoskovskiyEnersi_cheskiyInstitut imeni Molotova was the most popular
vuy among male graduates of our school. It enjoyed a good reputation
n the field of electrical engineering. Four of the 22 gradiuating students

of the class preceding ours entered this vuz. The Moskovsk%lnstitut ineni
Mendeleyeva (chemistry) and thé Vysheye Tekhnicheskoye Ue shche

aumana were also populdr among male graduates from our SChool. Four of
Tast year's graduating class entered the latter institute. Three boys
in that class went on to zttend military academies,

Other Political and Social Attitudes of Soviet Youth

6.

s

78.

79.

80.

81.

The outbreak of the Korean War aroused great fear among my Soviet school- Lo
mates, as well as among the Fryazino population in general, that a new :
world war was imminent., Although this anxiety subsided somewhat during
1952 (it was strongest in thée years 1950-51), the fear of a new war was
5till great, certainly stronger than before the Korean War. One still
heard many rumors during 1952 which directly or indirectly referred to

a po#sible war; for example, that the Soviet Union was strengthening its
border troops and that consumer goods were soon to be rationed,

In general, my schoolmates and the Fryazino population believed that the
United States was responsible for the Korean War, that the United States
had encouraged South Korea to attack. "What is the United States doing
in Korea? Let them settle their own problems! was an oft-repeated atate-
ment, My schoolmates seemed to feel that &1l that North Korea wanted
wag to establish a unified, peaceful, communist government on the Korean
Peninsula,

'

Ho‘fvewﬁer, it is remarkable that charges of American atrocities (especially

‘bacteriological warfare) madé by Soviet propaganda media were greeted

by most of my fellow students with disbelief and frequently with ridicule.

For éxample, "the students oncé drew on the blackboard of our class a

ridiculous pletire of an Anerican airplané dropping a bomb full of ants
and captiofied 1t : "imerican Germ Warfare', Some of my schoolmates also
expressed amused amazament that bugs carrying typhus and other bacteria .

~ Wer's ablé {0 ‘survive and crawl around in the snow as displayed in propa-

ganda pictures.

Wy “Soviet ‘cldsémates were particularly proud of the economic progress
which théir country had achiéved, of the large construction projects, and
ihé Hydroels ctriec Wworks which had beén constricted urider the Soviet
régimé.” They were proud of the stréngth of their srmed forces, partic-

© Ularly thé"air” force, They also regarded with great satisfaction the -

achieveménts of "Soviet Sciehcd; fof éxample, the "progressive! principle !
which Michurin introduced in bilology. . '

Most of my classmates evidently looked upon militﬁry service as 2 necessary

evil, It was their opinion that compulsory military service had always
existed in the past and has to be maintained now, In addition, there .

-~ were & few who looked forward with pleasure to a military career.

I was occasionally asked about life in Germany by my Soviet classmates,

They expressed wonder that life could be so good on hearing my descriptions

of living conditions there. Undoubtedly some believed that patriotic

pride on my part caused me to exaggerate. But these conversations undoubtedly
cauged gome of them tb. think in comparative terms about. conditions in the

- Soviet Union ‘'ahd abroad, as several of my classmates expressed a desire.

to visit Germany, England,and other countries abroad. They said that '
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they wanted to see how life really is abroad | , but lamented that such
trips were impossible.

82, To judge from these stateménts, I assume some of my Soviet claasmates
recognized the existence of the so-called Iron Curtein. However, they
probably did.not regard travel restrictions as something oppressive or
wrong but as a necessary measure to protect the Soviet state from the
intrusion: of foreign saboteurs.

83. No diréct anti-religious propaganda was carried out in our classroom

-+ 4instruction at the’ Fryazino Ten-Jear School. The church was directly
attacked only in history courses when, for example , our teachers pointed
out that the Orthodox Church supported the tsarist state in suppressing
the 1905 revolution. I am awate of only two instahces of even indirect
,pressure_ our teachers’ against religious’ activities. It so happened
that in 1948 Bastér Sunday was the first of May. One girl in our class
attended church insteéad of taking part the May Day celebration., The
#chool director announced to our class that such practices should not be
repeated.

8L, In a.nother year;"d “few Soviet students in our class failed to appear in
, 8chool on thé Nonday following Easter Sunday, The school director demanded
’ tha’h these students obtain a written statement from their parents certi-
fying that they did not "skip" school in order to attend church.

85, So far as'I know, none of my Sovie} classmates wers religiously inclined,
At least no one gave any indication that he or she was & church member,
- “Hewever s I seldom saw my classmatés on Sunday and therefore cannot state
categoricany that they did not attend ch.urch

86. The Grest Russian studsntq at my school displayed strong snti-Semitie :
¢ bentimenta, “"Yevray" (Jew),Iike "Nemets" (German),was a swear word.

Senral of my Grea Ruseisn’ classmates stated tha.t. they would not associate
.., ¥ith a certain Soviet, because he wis Jewish. ~Anti-Semitism’ was particularly

. strong among children of " peasant and’ working—class familiés, They seldom
asdotiated with their Soviet classmates of Jewish descent, On the other
hand the cHildren of the Great Riseian intslligentsia generally showsd
dialilm of Jews or mo disinolination to aseocia.te with them.

87. Hoﬁaver ’ an‘bi-Semiﬁism 187Ho new.'dévelopment,’ ha‘ving been’ prasent for
. .penturdes in tearist” Russia, T hotéd no intensification of anti-Semitic
- dﬁtitudea oh the part of my Oreat Russian classiates as a ruult of or

o .,during ‘the time of the so-called "cosmopolite! purge..

| comments:  The courses lieted by the source for the uppar grades
e ten-year school must be corsidered acturate, as they were copled by the
1nterragator from the original academic record. aued by the Fryazino achool.

25X1A

Ihe aource‘a comenta on changes ifi ‘and’ substitutions of school text.u :Lndientes
that printing présses in the USSR are working overtime to keep up with shif‘bing
i lines Oof Party dogma. ‘

The Bource's deacrip’tion of "the strict and military—-like methoda of clasg-

room inStruction coriesponds with the information on this subject presented

by the first source in this séries. It is ironical that schools in the GDR

have & arently moved somewhat in the other direction in replacing the psdagogical
,‘met.hpdn of the Nazi stateé. Discipline in East (ermen schools appears rela.xed

in cdmparison ‘with . Soviet pedagogical methods,

The aource'a ohlu&t-ion of the effecta of political indoctrination gives some. .
‘evidence that family 1ife is still more important than 3tate schools in shaping
t.he minds of Soviet children, However, the comments of the sourge's.father
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on this subject evali cts in a slichtly different light,

& "y . In
an earlier irterview the father
an esrl , [ bsxia

miy son,[ | was enthusiastic about the instruction he received at
the Fryazino Ten-Year School, paftieularly in history classes. It
seems that the best Soviet teachers in secondary schools were generally
history instructors.  For a while, my scn considered my efforts to
counteract the political aspecta of thé instruction he received as old-

sides of the quéstion, particularly when I pointed out the ridiculous~
.~.7ess of Soviet claims %o inventions which were clearly the discoveries
- of Western inventors and scientists, I am certain that,if I had not

been ‘thers, if wy son had had rio possibility of comparing the material

fashioned and capitalistic, Later on,.———Jbegan to consider both 25X1X

he learned in school with other points of view, ﬂould have been 25X1X

completely convinced of the truthfulness of what his teachers taught
thn.“

_The source reports surprisingly little political indoctrination or military

activities at the Pioneer camp which he attended. The activities of the school's
Komsomol organization were also remsrkably limitéd. Party authorities evidently
made a econscious effort to prevent Komsomol activities from interfering with

the educational aspects of school.

- The Soviet school system, as described by the source, appears more equalitarian

than has been pictured by recént Westérn observers who stress the effects of
the 1940 ordinancé introducing tuition payments. In pointing out two key
points —= promotion and opportunity thirough ability as well as liberal terms
for granting stipends -— the sourcé indicates his belief that the Soviet edu~
clf;:loml system does not vcontribute greatly to the stratification of Soviet:
#ociéty. Although it is trie that the school system, as described by the

]

' \"._mrc’cg reivards orthodoxy and loyilty to the regime, this preferential treat-

,pl:t‘ {aa%t1¥ does not arply to children belonging to any specific social
Wlass o N L ' ‘

wem o

§ 6P2 4 Paw Zigiiée and by making a few rough oslowlations on the

‘children grpdusting fram the seventh grads of the Fryazino Ten-Year School
.aventually Stersd aﬁ% This figive appears too high, although it is’
Hndonbtedly” bret” WHAs Larger percentage of an urban population cbtaine

thifh the rhred populace and that Fryazine i3 an urban
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